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wabbling fold of her shortened petticoat, which always travels out
before her when she moves ? She has not the smallest knack or
skill to trim herself a little, and conceal her state."

"Let her be/' said Laertes; "time will soon come to her
aid."

"It were prettier, however/' cried Philina,   "if we could
shake children from the trees."

The Baron entered, and spoke some kind words to them, add-
ing a few presents, in the name of the Count and the Countess,
who had left the place very early in the morning.    He then went
to Wilhelm, who was busy in the side-chamber with Mignon.   She
had been extremely affectionate and taking ; had asked minutely
about Wilhelm's parents, brothers, sisters and relations ; and so    >
brought to his mind the duty which he owed his people, to send   ;'
them some tidings of himself.

With the farewell compliments of the
livered him an assurance from the Count, that ais Lordship had
been exceedingly obliged by his acting, his p^cical labours and
his theatrical exertions. For proof of this statement, the Baron
then drew forth a purse, through whose beautiful texture the
bright glance of new gold coin was sparkling out. Wilhelm drew
back, refusing to accept of it.

"Look upon this gift/' said the Ba'' i, "as a compensation
for your time, as an acknowledgment t your trouble, not as the
reward of your talents. If genius pro res us* a good name and
good-will from men, it is fair likewis' hat, by our diligence and
efforts, we should earn the means to, isfy our wants; since, after
all, we are not wholly spirit. Had been in town, where every-
thing is to be got, we should have Changed this little sum into a
watch, a ring, or something of that sort; but as it is, I must place
the magic rod in your own hands /procure a trinket with it, such
as may please you best and be (^greatest use, and keep it for our
sakes. At the same time, yoT^must not forget to hold the purse
in honour. It was knit by/the fingers of our ladies : they meant
that the cover should giserto its contents the most pleasing form."

6 ' Forgive my embarrassment, ' ' said Wilhelm, ' ' and my doubts
about accepting th^jnresent. It as it were annihilates the little I
have done, and hr^N^mfree play of happy recollection. Money
is a fine thin&X              ^"Xter is to be completely settled and

abolished ; ]r                                 ^***S^entirely abolished from the

recollection^                                            ^*